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Part 1: David Gilroy’s journey
On Tuesday 4th May 2010, at about nine o’clock in the morning, bookkeeper Suzanne Pilley
vanished off the face of the earth in the middle of Edinburgh’s New Town. The following
month her work colleague and ex-lover David Gilroy was arrested and charged with her
murder. In March 2012 Gilroy was convicted of murder on the basis of a number of strands
of compelling circumstantial evidence, despite the fact that Suzanne’s body had not been
found. The whereabouts of her body remain a mystery to this day.
A major piece of circumstantial evidence against Gilroy was the itinerary of a long car
journey he undertook the day following Suzanne’s disappearance, 5th May 2010. Despite
growing concern for her safety and the police already being involved, Gilroy affected to have
a business appointment at the school in Lochgilphead, a small town about 135 miles away
on the other side of Scotland. He left the office of Infrastructure Managers Ltd. of 11 Thistle
Street, Edinburgh just after 11 am, but didn’t appear in Lochgilphead until almost half past
four in the afternoon. By this time the school was essentially closed and the only people
there were the cleaners. The obvious inference was that somewhere along his route he had
diverted to dispose of Suzanne’s body.
There is a great deal of geography between Edinburgh and Lochgilphead, both solid and
liquid, and the mountains and lochs are circumvented by a criss-crossing network of roads.
A direct route isn’t possible, mainly because of two substantial bodies of water in the way.
While Loch Fyne, Scotland’s longest fjord, of necessity forces the traveller north to pass
through Inveraray at the head of the loch, Loch Lomond may be passed either to the south
or to the north. The eastern and western segments of both routes are the same, but in the
central section between Stirling and Inveraray the two routes diverge by as much as thirty
miles. (Timings and distances are taken from the AA Route Finder web site, which has very
realistic driving times for the roads in question.)

Figure 1. The two most direct routes from Edinburgh to Lochgilphead.
Southern route: Leave Edinburgh and take the M9 westbound to Stirling. At junction 10,
join the A811 (via the B8075) and continue through Drymen (point D on figure 1) to Balloch.
At Balloch turn north on the A83 Loch Lomondside road. At Tarbet bear left on to the A83,
through Arrochar and over the Rest and Be Thankful pass to the head of Loch Fyne and
3

Inveraray. Continue down the west side of Loch Fyne, still on the A83, to Lochgilphead
(point C). This route is 131.5 miles long and the driving time is 3 hours 8 minutes.
Northern route: Again take the M9 as far as junction 10 at Stirling, but this time take the
A84 north-west through Callander to Lochearnhead, then the A85 through Crianlarich,
Tyndrum (point B) and Dalmally to approach Inveraray from the north by the A819. Join the
A83 here and continue to Lochgilphead. This route is 138 miles long and the driving time is
3 hours 16 minutes.
Subjectively the northern route looks like a significantly longer detour, but this isn’t actually
the case. Seven miles, a nominal eight minutes of driving, is neither here nor there on a
journey of over three hours, and the northern route actually has the better roads. Either
route would be a reasonable choice. There are of course numerous other roads leading
away from both routes, and without knowing which route Gilroy actually chose or at which
point he may have detoured off-piste, the potential search area is staggeringly huge.
Despite the high prevalence of CCTV cameras in the cities, Scotland’s rural roads are not
covered by a network of spy cameras tracking our every move. It’s possible Gilroy believed
that once he was clear of the city the police would not be able to figure out exactly how he
had got to Lochgilphead, or indeed got back again. If that had been the case, the
possibilities for the body-hunt would have extended from the Campsie Fells to Knapdale to
the edge of Rannoch Moor.
Nevertheless a number of businesses and even some private homes have CCTV cameras
installed, and in particular those at petrol stations intended to catch “driveaways” are often
positioned so that they record passing traffic. Police investigators scrutinised hundreds of
hours of footage from scores of such cameras, and Gilroy’s car was identified as having
passed four of them – two on both outward and return journeys and two on his outward
journey only. Including also his known times of departure and arrival at Edinburgh and
Lochgilphead, his journey broke down as follows.
Table 1. Gilroy’s journey as documented by CCTV cameras.
Time

Location

Postcode

Distance

AA timing

Gilroy’s time

Difference

11:06

Thistle Street

EH2 1DF

11:25

Barnton junction

EH4 6AS

4.7 miles

15 min

19 min

+ 4 min

12:09

Doune motors

FK16 6AY

38.0 miles

42 min

44 min

+ 2 min

13:22

Tyndrum

FK20 8RY

42.8 miles

1 hr 5 min

1 hr 13 min

+ 8 min

15:51

Inveraray

PA32 8TU

27.8 miles

38 min

2 hr 29 min

+ 1 hr 51 min

16:24

arr. Lochgilphead

PA31 8AA

23.7 miles

33 min

33 min

on time

17:58

dep. Lochgilphead

PA32 8AA

18:58

Inveraray

PA32 8TU

23.7 miles

33 min

1 hour

+ 27 min

21:08

Tyndrum

FK20 8RY

27.8 miles

38 min

2 hr 10 min

+ 1 hr 32 min

23:26

Corstorphine PS

EH12 7TZ

100.8 miles

2 hr 17 min 2 hr 18 min

+ 1 min

Two things stand out. First, it’s clear that Gilroy’s outward and return journeys both took the
northern route through Tyndrum. Second, although most of the split times show him driving
at or just slightly behind the AA’s estimated speeds, he lost a huge amount of time between
Inveraray and Tyndrum both ways.
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Between Thistle Street and Barnton Junction Gilroy stopped at a garage in Queensferry
Road for fuel and to buy a sandwich. In this context he made very good time to Barnton
Junction. Two minutes extra to Doune is negligible and may even be artefactual due to
improvements in the A90 since 2010. Eight minutes extra to Tyndrum may simply be
pressure of traffic, but even if he did make a short stop this is nowhere near enough time to
dispose of a body. The Tyndrum-Inveraray leg represents the most northerly section of the
route and it is here that the lost time appears, with an hour and 51 minutes unaccounted-for.
Following that, he equalled the AA’s estimated time for the final stretch to Lochgilphead.
While in Lochgilphead he responded to voicemails on his phone asking him to call the office,
and ended up speaking to an Edinburgh policeman for over an hour. The police were
unhappy that he had disappeared into Argyllshire when they wanted to talk to him about his
missing colleague. Gilroy promised to return promptly to Edinburgh and report to
Corstorphine police station. He anticipated he would get there around half past nine, which
would have been a very relaxed estimate for a non-stop direct journey. He also mentioned
that he thought there was something wrong with his car.
However, despite his assurances to the police, his return journey was far from direct. The
27-minute delay between Lochgilphead and Inveraray has not been explained, but as it
appears his phone remained on, presumably he didn’t go far. There may be an innocent
explanation such as driving on into Lochgilphead to buy something else to eat. Once again
the incriminating delay lies between Inveraray and Tyndrum, where he lost another hour and
a half. After that he completed the final 100 miles only a minute behind the AA estimate.
If anyone at this point has noticed that the direct route from Tyndrum to Corstorphine is only
81.5 miles long with an estimated driving time of 1 hour 46 minutes, and that Gilroy does not
seem to have been picked up by the CCTV at Doune on the way back, that’s absolutely
correct. Further information about his itinerary was discovered from examination of mobile
phone connection records, and a surprising twist to his return journey was revealed.
Gilroy began his journey in the morning with his phone switched on, and it was tracked
connecting to masts in the Edinburgh area and then up towards Stirling. Its last connection
was to a mast near junction 10 of the M9. Gilroy then seems to have switched the phone
off, because it didn’t make any further connections until about 4 pm when it started
connecting to masts between Inveraray and Lochgilphead. The phone stayed on during his
visit to the school (when he also used it to speak to the police in Edinburgh) and for the
early part of the return journey. The last connection was at 18:57, just a minute before he
passed the CCTV camera at Inveraray, when he again switched it off.
When he switched it back on again at 21:34, 26 minutes after passing through Tyndrum, he
wasn’t on the A85 approaching Lochearnhead as might have been expected. Instead the
handset connected to a mast at Ardlui, on the A82 at the north end of Loch Lomond (point D
on figure 2). Following that the phone was tracked on Loch Lomondside and travelling back
to Edinburgh via the A811 – the eastern section of the southern route as shown in figure 1.
While there’s little to choose between the two routes as they stand, diverting from the
northern route to the southern one through Ardlui adds 20 miles and half an hour to the
journey. Gilroy’s driving time demonstrates that he didn’t stop between Tyndrum and
Edinburgh, and there’s no discernible reason for this detour. In 2010 accessing the A82
from the A85 in Crianlarich required a very deliberate right turn, so he didn’t stray on to that
route by accident. Despite having promised the police he’d go straight back to Edinburgh,
he lost an hour and a half somewhere before Tyndrum, then after Tyndrum he took an
apparently pointless half-hour detour down the west bank of Loch Lomond. And he turned
on his mobile phone so that he could be tracked doing it.
5

Figure 2. Gilroy’s actual return route.
Regardless of the unexplained evening detour, the conclusion from the CCTV camera data
is clear. If David Gilroy disposed of Suzanne Pilley’s body during this journey, the disposal
site must be somewhere accessible from the 28 miles of road between Tyndrum and
Inveraray, in the time windows available. It also appears that he visited the site twice, on
both his outward and return journeys.
The area in question is shown in figure 3. Even though the discovery of Gilroy’s itinerary
narrows the search parameters dramatically, this still represents a huge tract of wild
countryside. So, whereabouts did the police choose to concentrate their search? The
answer is both surprising and unsurprising.
Four weeks after her disappearance the police announced that the most probable location
of Suzanne’s body was somewhere around Glen Croe, just west of Arrochar, the area
circled in black. In August 2010 a huge fingertip search operation was undertaken around
the Rest and Be Thankful pass which lies at the head of Glen Croe, and a nearby glen
known as Hell’s Glen began to be spoken of as the investigators’ preferred location. The
reason this is unsurprising is that this area, known as the Arrochar Alps, pretty much has a
fluorescent pin in it reading “the best place in Scotland to get rid of a body”. Hell’s Glen in
particular is about four miles of narrow single-track road without a single human habitation
and essentially no through traffic, cutting through steep hillsides lined by dense forest which
is penetrated by rough tracks that wind high up the mountainsides.
The reason this is surprising is that the Rest and Be Thankful pass is on the direct southern
route between Edinburgh and Lochgilphead, the route Gilroy did not take.
The detailed thinking of the investigators on this point has never been discussed in the
media and various bemused online comments indicate some confusion in the minds of the
public. Yes, one would probably expect someone driving from Edinburgh to Lochgilphead to
go over the Rest and Be Thankful, but you’ve ascertained Gilroy didn’t take that route,
nevertheless you’re convinced that’s where the body is? Really?
The answer, clearly, is that the police believed Gilroy had doubled back along the southern
route after reaching Inveraray, where the two routes converge. This is possible because the
CCTV camera at the Royal Burgh Café is beyond the junction of the A819 and the A85.
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route, from
Lochearnhead

To
Lochgilphead

Southern route,
from Balloch
Figure 3. A85/A819 route between Tyndrum and Inveraray, and associated feeder roads.
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Gilroy was believed to have driven non-stop from Tyndrum to Inveraray, but on reaching the
junction, instead of turning right and continuing directly to Lochgilphead, he turned left and
headed back east towards Arrochar.
This might be considered to be a cunning plan. Eschew the more obvious of the two routes
to Lochgilphead, the one that just happens to run through the sort of landscape most
murderers with a body to dispose of can only dream about, and instead take a different
route which avoids this location. Then double back and conceal the body there anyway.
However there are several serious problems with this interpretation.
First, the timings are problematic. The Rest and Be Thankful is 15.3 miles back along the
A83 from Inveraray, a driving time of 22 minutes. The “lost time” between Gilroy’s estimated
arrival at Inveraray on the A819 and his reappearance there as recorded by the CCTV
camera in Main Street West is one hour 51 minutes. This leaves only an hour and seven
minutes for the actual disposal of the body. In that time Gilroy had to proceed to wherever
in the area he had decided to look for a disposal site (suggestions include the A83 east into
Glen Croe, the B828 past Ben Donich and the B839 Hell’s Glen), find a suitable track
leading off-road (not necessarily simple, as many of these tracks are gated), identify a
suitable disposal site, get the car off the road, change his clothes or put on overalls, and
actually unload and bury or otherwise conceal the body. He then had to change back into
his suit and spend some time sanitising his car, and then make his way back to the public
roads. It scarcely seems possible.
Gilroy spent so long off-piste on the outward journey that even as it was the school was
closed when he got there, with only the cleaners in attendance. If he’d delayed any longer
the contrived excuse for his journey (inspecting the football pitches) would have looked even
more threadbare. Given the circumstances it’s perhaps not surprising he seems to have left
the job unfinished and gone back on his return journey, perhaps to improve the concealment
of the body, perhaps also to dispose of whatever equipment and/or clothing he couldn’t risk
taking back to Edinburgh. He spent about an hour and a half in Lochgilphead, during which
time (in addition to talking to the Edinburgh policeman) he acquired some plastic bin liners
and cable ties from the cleaners, then set off back. There was then another unexplained
27-minute delay, and he didn’t get to Inveraray until almost seven o’clock. He would have
had to return to Inveraray by half past eight in order to get to Tyndrum by 21:08. An hour
and 32 minutes. Again subtract 44 minutes to get to the Rest and Be Thankful and back,
only 48 minutes left.
Depending on how far the disposal site was from the Rest and Be Thankful he could have
had less than 20 minutes to improve the situation, including getting changed and ensuring
the car would pass a forensic examination. Were these magic cloak-of-invisibility bin bags?
It’s true that accessing Hell’s Glen via the A815 is somewhat shorter, but the B839 is a very
slow drive and it doesn’t improve the timings by much. Also, police interest was by no
means confined to Hell’s Glen, with the B828 to Lochgoilghead, Glen Croe and even the
Ardgartan Forest also featuring prominently. Inveraray to the Ardgartan Forest is a onehour round trip and to Lochgoilhead and back is one hour 4 minutes.
Secondly, Gilroy’s supposed choice of routes is frankly bizarre. Thistle Street to the Rest
and Be Thankful via Arrochar is 92.7 miles with a driving time of 2 hours 12 minutes.
Gilroy’s alleged route was 130.5 miles long with a driving time of 3 hours 10 minutes. The
northern loop is a perfectly reasonable way to get to Inveraray, but as a way to get to the
Rest and Be Thankful it’s ridiculous. Almost an hour’s wasted driving, time that could have
been used to dig a better grave or move the body further from the road. The return route is
even more extraordinary. The distance from the Rest and Be Thankful to Tarbet via
Arrochar is 8.2 miles with a driving time of 14 minutes. Gilroy drove through Tarbet at about
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21:41, using the AA’s estimated driving time from Tyndrum. If he had taken the direct route
he could have spend two hours in the Arrochar Alps, perhaps an hour and a half working to
conceal the body. However, instead he chose to drive a circular route back to Inveraray and
through Tyndrum measuring 64 miles, with a driving time of an hour and 34 minutes.

Northern loop
130 miles

64 miles
1 hour 34 min

8 miles
14 minutes
Southern loop
93 miles
Figure 4(a). Gilroy’s presumed outward
route from Edinburgh to the Rest and Be
Thankful (point D) contrasted with the direct
route via Arrochar.

Figure 4(b). Gilroy’s presumed return route
from the Rest and Be Thankful (point A)
through Tarbet (point E) contrasted with the
direct route via Arrochar.

In total Gilroy would have driven 93 miles further than necessary, costing him around two
and a quarter hours (not counting the unexplained 27-minute delay at the start of his return
journey). The only possible explanation for this behaviour is that he was laying a false trail.
Although the southern route to Lochgilphead is slightly shorter and probably the more
obvious choice, he was trying to hoodwink any investigation into believing he hadn’t gone
that way, so that the police wouldn’t look for the body in the Rest and Be Thankful area.
This implies he was prioritising misdirection of the investigators over having more time to dig
a grave and conceal the body effectively. Certainly, an hour is probably sufficient to lose a
body in Hell’s Glen if you can arrange things so that nobody will ever think of looking there.
This leads to the third problem with this scenario. In order for a misdirection of this nature to
succeed, investigators have to know what the suspect has actually done. However, Gilroy
provided no clues. The police only figured it out because a gift shop/restaurant/petrol
station in Tyndrum called the Green Welly Stop has a security camera that covers traffic
passing on the A85. Did Gilroy know that camera was there? Did he know that its field of
view covered both carriageways of the A85? If he did, could he be confident it was in
working order and switched on, on that particular day? And that the police would request
access to the footage? To rely absolutely on being caught by that camera for the cunning
plan to work out seems foolhardy, if he even knew about it in the first place.
In fact the Tyndrum sighting was a potential disaster for Gilroy. There is a huge expanse of
landscape between Stirling and Tyndrum, and multiple opportunities for detouring into lonely
glens or deep forests. However the time stamp on the Tyndrum camera eliminated all these
possibilities – the Trossachs, Strathyre, the Braes of Balquhidder, Loch Earnside, Loch
Tayside and more – at a stroke. The very piece of evidence which proved Gilroy hadn’t
driven the southern route through the Rest and Be Thankful also narrowed the search
parameters dramatically while leaving the Arrochar Alps (just) in the frame.
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Realistically, it’s unlikely that Gilroy was aware of the Green Welly CCTV camera, or indeed
any of them. In that case, how might he have ensured that his choice of the northern route
rather than the southern route came to the attention of any investigation? Bear in mind that
the possession of a mobile phone allows anyone to appear and disappear from the
landscape at will. Switch it on, and it will advertise your location by pinging a nearby mast.
Switch it off, and you vanish. Gilroy was clearly well aware of this, and seems to have been
consciously playing that game. If we look at what information he appeared to want the
investigators to be aware of, we see a very different story.
Gilroy kept his mobile phone on as he left Edinburgh and drove towards Stirling on the M9.
However he turned it off just about the point when he was leaving the M9, with its last
connection being to a mast close to junction 10. Junction 10 of the M9 is where the
northern and southern loops diverge, and Gilroy turned his phone off before it could ping a
mast that showed him travelling north-west on the A84 towards Callander.
The phone stayed off until 4 pm, shortly after Gilroy was recorded on CCTV passing through
Inveraray. If he had driven into Inveraray from the Rest and Be Thankful after disposing of
Suzanne’s body there, this is hardly surprising. However in conjunction with the M9 J10
switchoff, this means that the only mobile phone connections on the outward journey
occurred while Gilroy was on roads common to both the northern and southern routes. He
had a perfect opportunity to telegraph to the investigators that he was driving the northern
loop simply by leaving his phone on until he was a few miles past Doune. He didn’t do that.
If it hadn’t been for the CCTV sightings the police would have had no way of knowing he
had gone that way, and it would have been a pointless waste of nearly an hour’s driving.
In the early part of his return journey Gilroy carried out an almost identical manoeuvre to the
M9 J10 switch-off, disappearing just before the divergence point of the two routes. His
phone pinged a mast at Inveraray at 18.57, then went silent. At 18.58 the CCTV camera in
Main Street West showed him travelling north-east, only a few hundred yards from the
A83/A819 junction. If he intended to head straight on towards the Rest and Be Thankful for
more body-concealing activities this switch-off is again hardly surprising, although in that
case, given the amount of extra driving he seemed to be prepared to do to mislead an
investigation, one might wonder why he didn’t think of driving a few miles north on the A819
before turning the phone off and backtracking to the A83. Once again he chose to leave no
clue at all that might lead investigators to deduce that he returned by the northern route.
The really puzzling aspect of the phone mast data is the reappearance of the handset at
21:34. The Green Welly CCTV sighting at 21:08 conclusively proves that Gilroy (eventually)
went north on the western leg of his return journey. If he had continued on the A85/A84
route he had driven in the morning, by 21:34, according to the AA web site timings, he
should have been somewhere in Glen Ogle and approaching Lochearnhead. Instead,
however, his phone pinged a mast at or near Ardlui. As noted above, rather than continue
on the A85 at Crianlarich he added about 20 miles and half an hour to his journey by turning
right on to the A82 and taking the Loch Lomondside road.
Unlike a CCTV image, which shows the subject actually on the spot, a mobile phone ping
only shows that the handset is somewhere within the range of that particular mast. The
range of a rural mobile phone mast is about 5 km or 3 miles, but a deep mountainous
fissure like the northern reaches of Loch Lomond can make these signals do strange things.
Gilroy’s split times suggest he was driving at or close to the AA’s estimated times for the
roads in question for most of the day, and he was almost bang on time on that last leg. The
AA times from Tyndrum to various points on the A82 Loch Lomondside road (via Glenfalloch
Road in Crianlarich which was the A82 in 2010) are as follows, with the last column the
estimated time at each point factoring in the 21:08 CCTV sighting at Tyndrum.
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Ardlui
Ardvorlich
Inveruglas
Blairannaich
Tarbet
Stuckgowan

13.2 miles
15.7 miles
17.4 miles
20.0 miles
21.3 miles
22.3 miles

19 minutes
23 minutes
27 minutes
32 minutes
34 minutes
36 minutes

21:27
21:31
21:35
21:40
21:42
21:44

This suggests that at 21:34, the time of the mobile phone connection, Gilroy was just short
of Inveruglas. This puts him about three miles south of Ardlui, and in that case it’s perhaps
surprising the connection wasn’t to a mast at Inveruglas itself, or to Inversnaid on the other
side of the loch. Nevertheless it’s unlikely he was as much as seven minutes behind the AA
timings after only 13 miles driving, and the probability is that he was on the A82 four or five
miles north of the A82/A83 junction at Tarbet when he switched his phone back on.
Why did Gilroy take this substantial detour on the way back to Edinburgh, and why did he
turn his phone on when he did? It seems undeniable that he knew that as soon as he did
that his position would become known to any investigation. The five-mile distance between
his apparent position and the A82/A83 junction is the only clue left by Gilroy himself that he
might have been up near Tyndrum, at least on the return journey. However, as a hint that
he hadn’t been anywhere near the Rest and Be Thankful, this is not just hopelessly
inadequate, it’s perverse. He wasn’t on the northern route at the time, he was on a peculiar
detour between the two routes, only a few miles from the southern route. If his phone had
failed to pick up a connection for a few minutes and missed the Ardlui mast it would have
looked exactly as if he had come over the Rest and Be Thankful, having taken 2 hours 36
minutes to come from Inveraray, just 23.4 miles and 35 minutes away.
If in fact Gilroy had wanted to telegraph to an investigation that he had driven home by the
northern route, the obvious thing to do was to keep driving by the northern route, and turn
his phone back on somewhere around Callander. The Loch Lomondside detour is also
utterly counterintuitive psychologically. According to the police theory he had just disposed
of the murdered body of his ex-lover somewhere in the Arrochar Alps. He was past
Tyndrum and approaching Crianlarich. Surely every fibre of his being would want to go on
putting the Arrochar Alps behind him as fast as he could. But instead of doing that he
deliberately took a right turn in Crianlarich village and headed for Loch Lomond – to pass
within five or six miles of Glen Croe. This is extraordinary behaviour for someone who has
just taken a 64-mile detour ostensibly to make it look as if he hasn’t been near the place.
Finally, the misdirection – if that’s what it was – didn’t work. If Gilroy was banking on the
northern route red herring to draw the investigators up towards locations around the A84
and A85, he failed miserably. Despite the hours he spent driving these roads, the police
very quickly decided that the area around the Rest and Be Thankful was the probable
disposal site. The area has been subjected to a fingertip search, more than once, by a
large team of police and mountain rescue volunteers, presumably exactly what Gilroy was
trying to prevent by taking these prolonged detours. And yet Suzanne’s body, which he
realistically did not have time to conceal against such a search, has not been found.
The Arrochar Alps seem at first sight to be an impossible area in which to find a body.
However the constraints imposed by Gilroy’s mode of transport and his restricted time
windows narrow the potential search area considerably. He was driving an ordinary saloon
car, and although its damaged suspension and the soil and vegetation adhering to its
undercarriage indicated that it had been driven off-road, there are fairly severe limits to
where a car like that can be taken in this landscape and still make it out alive. The
mountainsides, the high moorland and the depths of the forests are out. Realistically the
search only has to cover the roads and tracks and any off-road stretches negotiable by
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Vauxhall Vectra and a strip of perhaps a couple of hundred yards on either side. The
optimism expressed by the SIO at the time of the August 2010 search was not unrealistic,
and yet nothing was found. It would be foolhardy to conclude that the lack of success
proves that it’s impossible for the Arrochar Alps to be Suzanne Pilley’s last resting place, but
serious doubts are perhaps understandable.
David Gilroy is a violent, murderous bully, but he’s not stupid, nor does he appear to have
lost his head and panicked on either 4th or 5th May 2010. His success in spiriting Suzanne’s
body out of the city centre is testament to that. He then had some time to work out a plan
for the following day, a plan which was also successful as regards concealing the body
where no search would find it. What exactly was he trying to do? Is it possible to construct
another explanation for his peregrinations that makes somewhat better sense than the Rest
and Be Thankful theory? That theory proposes that Gilroy spent well over two and a quarter
hours driving extraordinarily circuitous detours to avoid the short stretch of the A83 between
Arrochar and the Rest and Be Thankful, which left him with under two hours to dispose of
the body. The only rational explanation is that he was laying a false trail, but this becomes
problematic in the face of his striking and apparently deliberate failure to leave any actual
trail while he was on these detours. The opposite possibility, that he took the northern route
in order to dispose of Suzanne’s body there, well away from the more obvious route and the
most obvious body-disposal location on that route, surely deserves serious consideration.
The A84/A85 route also has a lot to commend it to the murderer with an unexpected body
on his hands. It’s the less intuitive route to take to Lochgilphead, and the proposition that
the police might disregard it in favour of concentrating on the more obvious attractions of the
Arrochar Alps is inherently more plausible than the reverse. As noted earlier the northern
route leads quickly into the Highlands, and it has multiple feeder routes leading to any
number of remote glens and deep forests. No single area stands out as being more
suitable than another as a body-disposal site, and even if the police did realise that was the
way Gilroy had gone, or surmised it was a possibility, the potential search area would still
have been enormous.
If Gilroy’s behaviour is considered in this light, as someone intending to dispose of the body
somewhere on the northern route while hoping to mislead investigators into concluding he
had done the obvious and concealed it in the Arrochar Alps, it appears more rational. On
his outward journey his phone was only switched on while he was driving on roads that are
common to both routes. He was actually driving the northern route and it would have been
easy enough to leave a clue to that effect if he had wanted that to be known. He didn’t do it.
The inference that he didn’t want police to know he was on the northern route is persuasive.
On his return journey he again switched the phone off just before the routes diverge. Up to
that point the information he was providing left both routes equally in the frame.
However, to complete the misdirection, some positive indication to suggest he had driven
the southern route would presumably be advisable. It may be that Gilroy’s original plan was
to dispose of and conceal Suzanne’s body entirely on his outward trip, without any intention
of returning to the spot. He could then have taken the southern route on his return journey
and given just enough mobile phone data to establish that was the way he had gone. He
could have lingered for an hour or two in the Arrochar Alps and then returned to Edinburgh
via Tarbet, Balloch and Drymen. The inference that he had gone that way both times would
have been strong. However, apparently there was some pressing necessity to go back to
the A85 on the return journey – perhaps something needed to be done that required bin
liners and cable ties. Gilroy did this, but was still anxious to draw an investigation to the
southern route. Therefore, once he reached Crianlarich he headed down the A82 so that he
could cut down to the southern route at Tarbet and lead the investigators to believe he had
indeed come over the Rest and Be Thankful (and lost a great deal of time in so doing).
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Figure 5. Gilroy’s return route according to his mobile phone mast connections.
His apparent position when he switched his phone on at 21:34 is a real problem for this
theory. It connected to a mast at Ardlui, which is only about half way between Crianlarich
and Tarbet, where the A83 from the Rest and Be Thankful joins the A82. Certainly the split
times indicate that he was actually some way past Ardlui by that time, but the furthest south
he can reasonably be placed is still some four or five miles north of the crucial junction.
Did he simply make a mistake? Inevitably, he must have been tired and stressed. Sunset
at that time of year is just after 9 pm and dusk would have been gathering. Could he have
lost track of exactly where he was on that tediously slow Loch Lomondside road, and
switched the phone on a few minutes too early?
Without the short extra distance north of Tarbet (in red), this would be a perfect template of
someone who had driven the southern route from Lochgilphead to Edinburgh, had switched
his mobile phone off between Inveraray and Tarbet, and had taken 2 hours 40 minutes to
cover a section of road that should have taken 35 minutes. If it hadn’t been for the CCTV at
the Green Welly Stop this is the only information the police would have had to work on to
determine Gilroy’s return route. Without either camera (the Doune CCTV is a couple of
miles into the northern route) it would have seemed overwhelmingly likely he had driven the
southern route both times, with the missing time being between Tarbet and Inveraray.
What is surprising is that the police knew Gilroy had driven via Tyndrum both outwards and
on his return journey, that there was no mobile phone or CCTV evidence placing him on the
A83 east of Inveraray, and yet they still chose to concentrate on the Arrochar Alps as their
main search area. Trawling through press reports and police statements turns up a number
of reasons being proffered for this decision.
•
•
•
•

Mobile phone records placed Gilroy in the area of Glen Croe
Eyewitnesses reported a silver car seen parked or being driven in the Glen Croe/Ben
Donich area during the afternoon and/or evening of 5th May
Analysis of soil and vegetation on the underside of Gilroy’s car indicated that this
material originated from the area around the Rest and Be Thankful
A policeman who interviewed Gilroy stated that he got the impression Gilroy was
trying to divert his attention away from the Glen Croe/Ben Donich/Hell’s Glen area,
and he considered that significant
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•

Gilroy was believed to have some familiarity with the area from a family holiday or
holidays there some years earlier.

The first reports of police interest in specific locations appeared at the beginning of June,
and an article in the Scotsman dated 5th June refers to mobile phone records, CCTV camera
footage and plant and soil analysis as informing police thinking.
While Glen Croe has featured prominently in most reports, the only mobile phone records
that place Gilroy anywhere near there are the pings on Loch Lomondside just after half past
nine, which was not a time when he could have been concealing a body. A review article
published in 2013 identified the area of interest as stretching “from Glen Orchy to the Rest
and Be Thankful” and stated that the principle areas searched in the spring and summer of
2010 were Glen Croe, Hell’s Glen, Glen Shira and Glen Orchy, with Hell’s Glen being seen
as the most likely location.

Figure 6. Detail of police map showing the areas searched in 2010 as mauve shading.
Gilroy’s outward and return routes are also indicated. The large black arrow is irrelevant.
Glen Croe and Hell’s Glen are both close to the Rest and Be Thankful, and Glen Shira is
also accessed from the A83 east of Inveraray although it’s much closer to Inveraray and
would involve significantly less driving time. Glen Orchy, however, lies only a few miles west
of Tyndrum, north of the A85. Interest in this area demonstrates that at that time the police
were not wholly wedded to the A83 locations and were indeed considering the possibility
that Gilroy had disposed of Suzanne’s body on the northern loop before reaching Inveraray.
Much emphasis seems to be put on reports of a silver car being seen in the Glen Croe
and/or Ben Donich areas on the day in question, but there is no evidence that this was ever
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conclusively identified as Gilroy’s Vectra. Nobody who knew Gilroy and could positively
identify him reported seeing him there, and nobody made a note of the registration number
of the mysterious silver car. Eyewitness testimony is notoriously unreliable, and what wellmeaning members of the public think they saw in hindsight, after listening to repeated
appeals from the police, may be substantially different from what was actually in front of
their eyes at the time.
The final two points above are simply investigator hunch. There could be many reasons for
Gilroy appearing evasive when the Rest and Be Thankful was mentioned, and a man whose
job involved extensive driving across Scotland might be familiar with many places.
However, despite the apparent paucity of evidence implicating that area, and the problems
enumerated above – especially the time constraints imposed by the 30-mile round trip from
Inveraray necessary to get there from the western side – the Rest and Be Thankful remains
the location that’s repeatedly emphasised in virtually every report on the case.
Over the past eight years there have been numerous appeals for information about this
case, including two Crimewatch specials, in June 2014 and June 2018. On 8th March 2018,
marking what would have been Suzanne’s 46th birthday, the police launched a fresh appeal
for information that might lead to the discovery of her body.
David Gilroy had murdered her, and the following day transported her body to Argyll
.... in the boot of his car before driving back to the capital but there are gaps of
several hours in his journey on both legs between Inveraray and Tyndrum where
officers believe he spent time hiding her body, which has never been found. [....]
Detective Superintendent Stuart Houston continues to lead the inquiry to find
Suzanne. He said, “.... Considerable searches have been carried out in Argyll but
have sadly turned up nothing. Whilst David Gilroy continues to maintain he is
innocent, the only avenue left open at this time is a new piece of information from a
member of the public.
“The gaps in Gilroy’s journey, and the foliage and debris on his car tell us that he
went off road somewhere near to the Rest and Be Thankful, so anyone who was in
that area on 5th May 2010 and could have seen or heard something that might be the
missing link in our investigation.
“Equally, I would appeal to anyone who may be walking or camping in the Argyll
forest and may notice anything unusual. Any calls we receive will be followed up
appropriately. Suzanne’s family have seen justice done, but we now need to bring
her home so she can be laid to rest.”
Despite the singular lack of success attending repeated searches in the Rest and Be
Thankful area, investigators seem to have increasingly doubled down on this location. The
only area walkers and campers are asked to be alert in is the Argyll Forest. Glen Orchy
appears to have been completely forgotten.
The evidence being relied on to focus on this location is still “the gaps in Gilroy's journey,
and the foliage and debris on his car.” The gaps in the journey actually allow only relatively
short visits to any disposal site near the Rest and be Thankful, and are considerably more
supportive of a site north or west of Tyndrum or in Glen Orchy. It appears that the soil and
vegetation analysis, which was originally believed to point to somewhere east of Loch
Lomond but later revised to “somewhere near to the Rest and Be Thankful”, is doing an
inordinate amount of heavy lifting in this case.
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Forensic scientists utilise soil analysis to determine the origin of material recovered from
suspects’ clothes or vehicles, and detailed maps are available to allow investigators to
identify unknown material. This is a highly technical issue and without being privy to the
details of this analysis, including the results from Gilroy’s car and those from whatever
locations were sampled for comparison, it is difficult to critique this aspect with any degree
of rigour. However the National Soil Map of Scotland shows the basic soil types for all the
locations accessible from roads leading off the direct route between Tyndrum and Inveraray,
and it provides sufficient information to enable a first-level assessment to be made.

Figure 7. Soil map of Scotland for the areas accessible from roads leading off the route
between Tyndrum and Inveraray.
Without getting too hung up on the technicalities, the area is roughly divided into three
more-or-less vertical bands. The section between Dalmally and Inveraray, the course of the
A819, is primarily the green stuff, “peaty gleys”. East of Loch Lomond and in the Trossachs
the tan stuff predominates, “mineral podzols”, with some of the purple-coded peat. The
Arrochar Alps are part of the central band which is mainly the red stuff, “peaty podzols”. If
soil type is important we should probably be looking at areas with a similar colour distribution
to the Arrochar Alps, in the central stripe on the map.
There are a few red patches in Glen Aray, north of Inveraray, but it’s very unlikely Gilroy
would have waited until this point before finding a disposal site. Glen Aray is at the very end
of the northern route, just before the convergence at Inveraray, and would be in the frame of
a search that only considered locations accessible from the southern route. The woodlands
south of Dalmally don’t match at all.
The area between the A83 Rest and Be Thankful and the A85 Glen Lochy, although
showing the right colours on the map, is not practically accessible from any road that leads
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off the northern route once the CCTV camera at Tyndrum has been passed. North-west of
Dalmally, on the eastern side of Cruachan and into Glen Strae, might be an outside
possibility. However the obvious match is the area circled north and west of Tyndrum. The
public roads encompassed by this radius are the A85 west from Tyndrum until three or four
miles east of Inverlochy, most of the B8074 which is a narrow single-track road running
through Glen Orchy from Inverlochy to Bridge of Orchy, and the A82 north from Tyndrum.
The A85/A82 junction is just west of the Green Welly Stop which puts the A82 in the frame.
Although the red-coded peaty podzol band continues north across Rannoch Moor and
almost to the eastern end of Glen Coe, time constraints probably set Loch Tulla as the
northerly limit of the likely area.

Figure 8. A85 Glen Lochy, A82 to Bridge of Orchy and Loch Tulla, and B8074 Glen Orchy.
In relation to time constraints, the question of the missing fuel ought to be addressed. The
police assumed that Gilroy had completely filled his tank in Queensferry Road in the
morning and then measured what was left in the car when he returned to Corstorphine in
the evening. This was compared to the amount of fuel required for a car of the same model
to drive his known routes that day. The eventual calculation was that the car had travelled
124 miles further than its verified route. Realistically, however, it’s impossible for Gilroy to
have driven an extra 124 miles in the time available. At 40 mph, not a bad average speed
for these roads, it takes three hours and six minutes to cover that distance. He was only offpiste for three hours and 23 minutes in total, leaving only 17 minutes to dispose of the body
– split into two visits!
A 124-mile detour might have taken Gilroy as much as 30 miles from his core route, visiting
the site twice, but it would have left him time to do little more than offload the body and
dump it near a roadside. While such a manoeuvre might avoid the area in question being
subjected to a police search, it would have rendered him extremely vulnerable to the body
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being found by chance, by a forestry worker, a hiker or a dog-walker. Given that the
discovery of Suzanne’s body in any place accessible from his route to Lochgilphead that day
would damn him irretrievably, it seems inescapable that he allowed himself time to conceal
the body effectively, either by burying it or by dragging it some distance into a forest and
covering it with soil and vegetation. (Disposal in a loch can be ruled out as this exercise
would require both a boat and considerable – and time-consuming – preparation of the body
with weights etc. to ensure that it didn’t come to the surface.)
There are several reasons why the fuel calculations might have been misleading. Gilroy
might not have filled the tank completely in the morning. His car might have had
significantly worse fuel consumption than the test vehicle – do broken suspension coils
affect fuel efficiency? He might have burned a lot of fuel over a short distance negotiating a
very steep forestry track with a poor surface. He might have left his engine running while he
was disposing of the body. Whatever the reason, the extra 124 mile detour cannot actually
have happened, and the extent of the police search area (only 20 miles from Inveraray at its
furthest extent) reinforces this point.
Another, related question is, why did Gilroy apparently make two visits to the disposal site
and did he actually go to the same place each time?
It may be that he simply ran out of time on the outward journey and had to leave the
disposal site without finishing the job. Even as it was, only the cleaners were left at the
school by the time he got there, and if he’d delayed much longer the premises might have
been deserted. (In hindsight it might have been better to have gone straight to the school,
body and all, to leave a single open-ended window on the way back, but he didn’t do that.)
If he just didn’t have enough time, he presumably returned to complete the concealment of
the body on the way back. In that case, obviously, he returned to the same place.
Another possibility concerns the equipment he must have been carrying but which wasn’t in
his car when he returned and which has never been found. He must have had something
(blanket? duvet? plastic sheeting?) to protect the car boot from DNA transfer from the body.
He would have had some gardening tools, at least a spade. He must also have had either
protective clothing or a change of clothes, as his business suit was unmarked. He had no
reason to imagine the police would be on his tail so quickly, as at this point Suzanne was
just a single woman, a “free spirit”, who hadn’t turned up for work two days in a row. He
might well have intended to take these things back to Edinburgh and simply clean them, or
dispose of them there. However the phone conversation with the police at Lochgilphead
changed the parameters dramatically, and he obviously couldn’t show up at Corstorphine
police station with that lot in the car. His reason for asking the school cleaners for bin liners
was ostensibly that he had some rubbish in his car to dispose of. Maybe he had.
In that case it’s possible he didn’t go to the same place on the way back. However the lost
time was in the same section of the journey. It’s difficult enough to find one place to dispose
of incriminating evidence, and he almost certainly wasn’t expecting to have to find a second
one. The amount of unexplained time suggests he didn’t just dump the stuff at a village
recycling point somewhere along the way, and in that case it’s quite possible he went back
to the original disposal site. There is of course the question of whether he would have
attempted to go back up a track that had damaged his car the first time, but whatever he did
it seems likely there are clothes and gardening implements somewhere in that general
vicinity as well as a body.
Returning to the area under discussion (figure 8), there was police search activity in Glen
Orchy in the summer of 2010, however this location has dropped out of the discussion and
hasn’t been mentioned for years. Nobody has asked walkers and campers on the West
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Highland Way to keep a lookout for disturbed ground or signs of unusual activity. The map
of the search area (figure 6) indicates that neither Glen Lochy nor the A82 to Loch Tulla
were searched.
The area isn’t quite the answer to a murderer’s prayer presented by the Arrochar Alps, but
there are extensive forested areas on all three roads with tracks heading up among the
trees. If Gilroy managed to drive into the forest almost anywhere around here he would
have had considerably longer to work on concealing the body than would have been
possible with the 30-mile round trip from Inveraray to the Rest and Be Thankful and back,
perhaps enough time to dig a shallow grave. The pattern of mobile phone connections he
created suggests he may have wanted investigators to think he had driven across the Rest
and Be Thankful and had not gone anywhere near Tyndrum. Is it really the case that the
soil and vegetation analysis has excluded this area completely?
Returning to the police map (figure 6), this contains some puzzling anomalies, including
(patience, grasshopper, we’ll get to this) how it matches up to the soil type map (figure 7).
First, the route of Gilroy’s return journey as he approached Stirling on the southern route
(not shown in the detail reproduced) is wrongly indicated. At that point the A811 crosses the
M9 on a flyover from which there is no motorway access and drivers wanting to go south on
the M9 have to head for junction 10, about a mile to the north. The map thus obscures the
fact that Gilroy’s morning phone switch-off, when he left the motorway at junction 10 and
headed for Doune, occurred before the divergence of the northern and the southern routes,
not after. The actual divergence point is the junction of the A84 and the B8075.
Second, although extensive searches are shown within the Arrochar Alps region, no
indication is given as to how the police imagined that Gilroy had actually accessed that
location from his known route from Tyndrum to Inveraray, when the missing time occurred.
Third, a related point, the extent of the searched area east from the Rest and Be Thankful is
very surprising. The police map shows the search extending into the Ardgartan Forest
south of the Croe Water almost as far as Coilessan, and contemporary press reports
describe a substantial rendezvous of police and mountain rescue volunteers in this area.
Coilessan is over 20 miles from Inveraray with a driving time of 34 minutes. Subtracting
68 minutes from Gilroy’s afternoon lost-time window leaves only 43 minutes and from the
evening window only 24 minutes. This is an impossibly short time to accomplish what he is
believed to have accomplished. Moreover, Ardgartan is only four miles (8 minutes) from
Tarbet and the A83 Loch Lomondside road. If the routes shown in figure 4 are imagined
terminating at Ardgartan rather than the Rest and Be Thankful, the extreme implausibility of
this becomes striking. In particular, we must suppose that in the evening, despite having
promised to return promptly to Edinburgh, Gilroy eschewed a quick four-mile drive to Tarbet
in favour of a trip of nearly seventy miles through Tyndrum, taking an hour and 37 minutes,
for no apparent reason whatsoever. It is difficult to know what the police imagined him to
have been thinking, if Ardgartan/Coilessan was seriously considered as a disposal site.
Fourth, the location of the areas searched is inconsistent with the condition of Gilroy’s car.
When examined by the police, in addition to soil and vegetation adhering to the
undercarriage, it was found to have three broken suspension coils, one fractured in two
places. While the description of the car as “almost undriveable” is clearly an exaggeration
given that he drove the final hundred miles of his journey at almost exactly the AA’s
projected speed for these roads, he must have done something pretty drastic to cause this.
Broken suspension coils are usually caused by driving too fast over very uneven or potholed
roads. The winter of 2009-10 was unusually severe and many unsurfaced tracks were in an
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atrocious condition by spring. It seems unthinkable that Gilroy would have driven completely
off-road for more than a few yards, as whatever happened he could not afford to ditch his
car, therefore the suspension damage was almost certainly caused by the car being driven
on a badly potholed track. Soil and vegetation, conversely, suggest that the car was driven
off the track, even if only briefly. A picture emerges of Gilroy leaving the public road, driving
some distance up a bad forestry track, then running his car in among the trees or into a
secluded hollow as close as possible to where he had decided to dispose of the body.
The indicated search areas on the police map are all along the sides of roads or tracks.
This is obviously reasonable. However, given the broken suspension, it is surely
inescapable that he left the public road and drove for some distance on an unmade road or
track. Nevertheless about half of the searched area shown is alongside public metalled
roads – the B8074 Glen Orchy road, the B839 from the A815 to Lochgoilhead and the B828
north of Ben Donich are all in this category. Even if Gilroy were prepared to stop on or
beside a very quiet public road to unload a dead body from his car (somewhat unlikely on
the face of it in the middle of a May afternoon), this exercise simply does not explain the
damage to his car. Only the track up Glen Shira, the tracks to the south-west of the Croe
Water and into the Ardgartan Forest, the tracks to the west of the River Goil (another
location that involves an implausibly long drive from Inveraray) and a small area on the
south-east side of The Cobbler involve unmade tracks. Why spend so much time looking in
places that are simply inconsistent with the observed state of Gilroy’s car? At the same time
some areas that look ostensibly promising are not marked as searched. There’s no
indication of the searches in Hell’s Glen or Glen Orchy being taken being taken up any of
the forest tracks that lead off these roads. Glen Fyne seems to have been omitted, as have
a number of unmade roads and tracks in and leading off Glen Kinglas.
One might imagine that the choice of areas to search was dictated by the soil and
vegetation analysis, however this leads on to the fifth point. While most of the searched
locations are within the mainly red “peaty podzols” band in figure 7, two anomalies emerge.
Glen Shira, which was searched along its length, is clearly outside that area and in the
mainly green “peaty gleys” band to the west. The floor of that glen is in fact mainly “mineral
podzols” and “calcaerous soils”. The peaty podzol landscape of the Arrochar Alps is itself a
mosaic of different soil types, and while most of the searched sections there are indeed on
red-coded territory this is by no means universal. The B839 leading down to Lochgoilhead
runs through a patch of mineral podzols, part of the B839 in Hell’s Glen and the tracks in the
Ardgartan Forest involve calcaerous soils, and the tracks to the west of the River Goil are
mainly within a small area of peaty gleys.
There seems to be no consistency at all between the areas chosen for the search and the
soil types map. It is of course difficult to second-guess the decision-making process without
access to the detailed soil and vegetation analyses the police no doubt commissioned, and
how the results from Gilroy’s car matched up with the environmental samples chosen as
control material, but on the face of it the logic of the choices is hard to understand.
One question which arises is, if Gilroy disposed of the body somewhere west of Tyndrum
but was trying to mislead an investigation into believing that the disposal site was in the
Arrochar Alps, could he have driven briefly into that area after disposing of the body,
specifically to pick up material on his car? This seems vanishingly unlikely, with the most
obvious problem being the time. The same argument which points to the Arrochar Alps
being an unlikely disposal location also works against a false-trail detour there. He didn’t
have a lot of time at his disposal no matter where he concealed the body, and his return in
the evening suggests he may have left the job unfinished in order to get to Lochgilphead at
a semi-reasonable time. A half-hour detour east of Inverary simply to get his car dirty
doesn’t fit into that scenario either in the afternoon or the evening. In addition, it’s
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vanishingly unlikely that he managed to bork his suspension without that being connected to
the disposal of the body. Would he then have risked taking that damaged car somewhere
else off-road just to pick up some heather, bog-myrtle and peaty podzols? In reality it’s
unlikely that a non-specialist would even think of such a thing. Gilroy probably didn’t even
know it was possible to pinpoint a particular location by analysing soil and vegetation stuck
to the underside of a car, and given that he had little more than 24 hours to figure out what
he was going to do that day, this is a complication too far.
There is simply no rational scenario in which Gilroy disposed of Suzanne’s body near
Tyndrum and yet still managed to get material from the Rest and Be Thankful on his car. If
the material on his car indisputably cannot have come from anywhere else, then the Rest
and Be Thankful must be the disposal site. However there are so many anomalies and
contradictions in this theory that surely one must begin to consider the possibility that the
soil and vegetation composition is not unique to this one location.
The thing is, the police know all this, and more. There have been conferences and
reassessments. Missing person experts have been called in. Little grey cells have been
applied. Logical analysis and brainstorming have doubtless happened. And yet the most
recent public appeal for information once again jumps seamlessly from noting that the gaps
in Gilroy’s journey are between Tyndrum and Inveraray to stating that he went off-road
somewhere in the Rest and Be Thankful area, with no acknowledgement that these two
statements are close to being mutually exclusive.
David Gilroy was convicted of murder in 2012 and is currently serving a life sentence. He
has exhausted all possible avenues of appeal open to him. There is surely no reason for
keeping the details of the evidence against him secret at this stage. If something utterly
distinctive was found on his car that couldn’t possibly have been acquired 15 or 20 miles
further north, is it not possible to know what that is?
Coda
All this assumes that Suzanne’s body was still in Gilroy’s car when he set out from
Edinburgh on the morning of 5th May. This does seem the overwhelmingly likely scenario,
but it’s not absolutely certain. On 6th June 2013 the badly decomposed body of a woman
was found buried on Corstorphine Hill in Edinburgh by a dog-walker. Corstorphine Hill is
only about a mile from David Gilroy’s home. Police immediately suspected this was
Suzanne Pilley’s body, until further examination demonstrated that the victim was much
older than Suzanne and had been dead for less than a year. In January 2014 James
Dunleavy was found guilty of murdering his mother Philomena.
Gilroy had Suzanne’s body in his car by about mid-day on 4th May. He was at work during
the afternoon and in the evening he went out for a meal in Edinburgh with his wife and
children, but he still had all night to do something about the body. There are obvious
possibilities within the city itself to dispose of a body, although a public park popular with
dog-walkers might not be the best place to choose. There is also some moderately wild
countryside to the immediate south of Edinburgh including many impenetrable clumps of
trees and the Pentland, Lammermuir and Moorfoot hills. It’s entirely possible that Gilroy
snuck out during the night and disposed of the body then. He could have been out long
enough to have dug a respectable grave and camouflaged it effectively.
Although Gilroy probably had no specific knowledge of the CCTV cameras in Doune,
Tyndrum or Inveraray, he might well have suspected that such cameras existed somewhere.
That would also include within the city of Edinburgh and the roads leading to the countryside
to the south. What better way to prevent an army of police officers scrutinising night-time
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CCTV footage from the Lothians and Peeblesshire than to tie up the same officers
scrutinising day-time CCTV footage from Stirlingshire, Perthshire and Argyll? If that is what
happened there need be no rationale to Gilroy’s travels that day and he could have driven
the northern loop and gone into the Arrochar Alps from Inveraray on one or both legs of his
journey.
One counter-argument is that the bizarre journey itself, and Gilroy’s lack of any explanation
as to where he had been during the missing time windows, formed additional circumstantial
evidence against him. Nevertheless if he was operating under the common misconception
that a murder conviction cannot be achieved if the body is never found (as it seems likely he
was), he may have believed he could behave in as suspicious a manner as he liked so long
as he was successful in concealing the body.
However, would he have been so wedded to verisimilitude that he seriously damaged his
car suspension? (Or, conversely, driven a car off-road to collect soil and vegetation when
its suspension had been seriously damaged the previous night?) Would he have remained
functional during the all-night police interview he underwent immediately after his return to
Edinburgh if he had been up all night the previous night concealing a body? Would his
journey to Argyll have been quite so circuitous if he was absolutely confident nothing would
be found there?
Gilroy was sentenced to life imprisonment with a tariff of 18 years, meaning that he will
become eligible for parole in 2030. One hopes that this will not be an option unless he is
prepared to come clean about where he deposited his victim’s body. That stark choice
might put a dent in his continuing protestations of innocence. This may be the best chance
of finding Suzanne after so much time has passed. If this does come about, I’d put a fairsized bet on the location being somewhere off the A85 between Tyndrum and Dalmally, with
a small side bet on somewhere much closer to home.

Morag G. Kerr, October 2018, revised May 2019.
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Part 2: Off-road tracks west and north of Tyndrum
The amount of geographical detail now available on the internet, including historical images
on Google Streetview, makes it possible to examine areas of interest in considerable detail
without the inconvenience of actually visiting the area. While it’s wildly unlikely that
Suzanne’s body can actually be discovered in this way, it is possible to check the off-road
tracks indicated on the OS map as being accessible from the three roads of interest, to
ascertain which ones might be likely prospects.

The A85 from Tyndrum to Inverlochy has no forest access to the south due to the river
and the railway. All the likely tracks are on the north side of the road, with only short tracks
to the river on the south. The only exception is the track to Succoth Lodge beyond the
B8074 junction, which has access to the other side of the railway line and the Ben Lui range.
1. East of Arinabea
NN 30146 31742
March 2010 image.
Gated, and although the gate is
open in this image it’s closed in all
the other Streetview images.

2. Arinabea farm road
NN 29891 31719
March 2009 image.
Not gated but obviously runs directly
into human habitation.

23

3 and 4. West of Arinabea
NN 29651 31714
March 2010 image.
Two tracks leave the road together.
Both gated at this time, although the
right-hand one is not gated in the
2015 image.
The left-hand one is the old Wade’s
Road. The right-hand one only goes
a short way into the forest on the
map but the aerial view shows a new
track also curving left into the forest
parallelling the Wade’s Road higher
up the slope.

5. Arrivain farm road
NN 26915 30751
March 2009 image.
Not gated but farm name and
wheelie bin reveal that it leads to
habitation. The Wade’s Road is also
accessed here, to the right, but that
access also leads past the farm
steading.

6. Glenlochy crossing
NN 25362 29602
March 2009 image.
Ungated, but only runs a short
distance into the trees.
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7. Airigh nan Cioch
NN 23596 27583
March 2009 image.
Not gated.
Next entrance to the old Wade’s
Road, falling into disuse. Becomes
progressively more difficult to see in
later images and is inaccessible by
September 2015.

8. Wade’s Road new access
NN 22101 27173
April 2011 image.
New track, construction only just
started in the March 2009 image.
OS map shows a gate but the 2011
Streetview image shows the gate not
yet erected.
Slants up to the east and intersects
with the Wade’s Road.

9. East of Strone
NN 20801 27457
March 2009 image.
The other end of the section of
Wade’s Road from track 7.
Like 7 this is falling into disuse and
by September 2015 it’s not clear that
it’s going anywhere.
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10. Strone
NN 20694 27497
August 2010 image
Although it’s not very obvious (there
is a wheelie bin in this image
though) this leads directly into a
farmyard.
This is the last track before the
B8074 junction.

11. Succoth Lodge
NN 19297 27537
June 2011 image
Not gated. This track is the
entrance to an extensive complex of
literally miles of tracks. Succoth
Lodge, some way in, appears to be
inhabited. There is a railway
underpass which gives access
(eventually) to the edge of the Ben
Lui range.

Tracks 10 and 11 are definitely beyond the “peaty podzol” band on the soil map and lie
entirely within the western “peaty gleys” band. The same is true for other tracks west of this,
including the unclassified road at Dalmally leading to the Duncan Ban monument which
otherwise might also be a possible location.

The A82 from Tyndrum to Bridge of Orchy has no forest access to the east due to the
railway and the river. There are a few tracks on the west side.
12. Tyndrum
NN 32895 31032
April 2011 image
Not gated at this time but the
surface looks extremely rough and
the track is very visible from
Tyndrum village.
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13. Auch South Forest
NN 31979 34812
June 2009 image
Gated in all images, or at least a
fence across the track entrance.

14. Auch north access
NN 29967 37776
March 2009 image
Gated, but gate is standing open in
this image only.
The Auch forest tracks have been
extended and developed
significantly since the OS map was
compiled and there seems to have
been extensive felling.

Unclassified road north and west of Bridge of Orchy
15 and 16. Bridge of Orchy
NN 29614 39664
March 2010 image
Both tracks lead off a small car park
just west of Bridge of Orchy village.
The left-hand one leads to an
occupied house or farm. The righthand one is gated although the gate
is standing open in the August 2010
image. This leads to a new track
being built along the north-west side
of Glen Orchy which eventually
comes out at the Allt Broighleachan
bridge.
Beyond this point the countryside is more open with a lot less tree cover, and distance from
Gilroy’s core route is again becoming a problem. The Inveroran Hotel, about three miles
further up this road, is a 17-minute drive from Tyndrum. The old Wade’s Road which runs
across the hills from Bridge of Orchy to the Inveroran Hotel (now the West Highland Way) is
not passable for a car and there are no other passable tracks before the hotel.
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The B8074 from Inverlochy to Bridge of Orchy is a very narrow single-track road with
passing places. It is nine miles long and carries only very light traffic. The ground alongside
this road was searched in August 2010 but the search did not continue up any of the four
mountain tracks leading off the road (see figure 6).
17. Achnafalnich
NN 20853 28862
March 2009 image
Gated, but obviously not locked and
the gate is standing open in the
March 2009 image. A very rough
track that leads steeply uphill into
and through a forestry plantation.

18. Allt Broighleachan
NN 24293 32044
March 2009 image
Ungated bridge over the river is
passable for a car and the track
climbs beside the burn and through
the forest for over a mile and a half.
Unlike the other tracks in this series,
this one is indicated as being
publicly accessible (access to a
pinewood nature reserve about
two miles up the hill).

19. Glen Orchy Farm
NN 26040 34754
March 2009 image
Gated but the gate is open in all the
Streetview images. This track runs
through a forest and a long way up
the mountain, becoming a path that
leads to the summit of Beinn
Udlaidh. To access the forest and
the mountain it is necessary to pass
through the middle of the farmyard.
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20. Invergaunan
NN 27843 36858
March 2009 image
Gated but “gate” is just unlocked
hurdles. According to the map the
track only leads to the building in the
trees but the OS aerial view seems
to show it going on a bit further. It
does not appear to lead into the
forest.

The B8077 north-west of Dalmally is the only other road with any access into an area with
a soil type similar to the Rest and Be Thankful.
21. Glen Strae
NN 14533 29436
March 2010 image
Cattle-grid access for vehicles in
addition to the gate. This track goes
as much as 8 km up the glen. At
first it seems more of a private road
than a track and it accesses several
inhabited dwellings.

And that’s about it. If Gilroy disposed of Suzanne Pilley’s body by driving up a track leading
from a road after the Tyndrum CCTV camera and accessing an area with the same overall
soil type as the Rest and Be Thankful, it must be one of these (and the soil type restriction in
fact excludes 10 and 11). Beyond Bridge of Orchy is getting too far from the core route and
the countryside offers a lot less cover in any case. Beyond Inverlochy the soil types are
very different from those seen in the Rest and Be Thankful.
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Part 3: Which track might Gilroy have chosen?
Understanding Gilroy’s thought processes as he set off for Lochgilphead that morning is
important to figuring out where he might have been heading. It’s quite probable that the
Tyndrum road was his usual route to the town, but he might have been aware that the
Arrochar route looks more intuitive on the map, is the way satnavs and routefinder apps
usually direct the driver, and might be the way any inquiry might assume he went. This
paper rejects the hypothesis that he ducked back into the Rest and Be Thankful area after
reaching Inveraray, on the grounds laid out in part 1, and explores the hypothesis that he
intended to dispose of Suzanne’s body somewhere on the northern route in a location that
would not be seen as being accessible from the Arrochar route.
This reasoning points to an intended disposal somewhere between Callander, where the
northern route crosses into the Highlands, and about Dalmally. Beyond Dalmally, and
certainly beyond Cladich, he’s getting close enough to Inveraray that a disposal site would
be in the frame of reference of a search that assumed he had driven via Arrochar.
It is striking that Gilroy drove the 35 miles from Callander to Tyndrum, passing multiple sideroads leading to deep forest or deserted moorlands, without showing any real sign of
pausing to scout out a location. While he was slightly behind time on that leg of his journey,
eight minutes is not nearly long enough for a serious attempt to find somewhere to conceal
a body; indeed he may simply have stopped to eat the sandwich he bought in Queensferry
Road. He certainly wasn’t hurrying – the AA estimated speeds are moderate and can
undoubtedly by beaten by someone prepared to put their foot down a bit – but he didn’t stop
to explore either.
If he had set off blind it seems almost inconceivable that he would have made no attempt
whatsoever to scout out a disposal site somewhere before Tyndrum. The further he drove
with the body still in his car, the more he was boxing himself in and limiting his options.
Without a definite plan involving a specific location beyond Tyndrum it’s very difficult to see
how he could have driven through places like Strathyre and not been tempted to look
around for a suitable spot. By Tyndrum, three quarters of the way from Callander to
Dalmally, surely it might have seemed to him that he was beginning to run out of road. The
inference that he had a particular location in mind from the outset is quite compelling.
It seems pointless to consider the roadside areas bordering public roads, even the B or
unclassified roads. While a car parked in a passing place or on the verge may attract little
attention from passers-by, someone is likely to notice if the driver then lifts a 70 kg corpse
from the boot, drags it into the trees and starts digging. It seems inconceivable that Gilroy
would have taken that risk. Not only that, the damage to his car suspension is a strong
indicator that he ventured along something involving serious potholes. Therefore, if he
indeed disposed of Suzanne’s body on his journey, logic dictates that we’re looking for a
forestry or farm track of some sort.
Pretty much every rural road in Scotland has multiple tracks leading off it, many of which are
unsignposted or poorly signposted. Many are gated, with some of the gates locked to deter
joyriders, although it is often not possible to tell whether or not a gate is locked without
stopping and getting out to check. Some tracks lead directly into farmyards, although these
can often be identified by the farm name at the road-end and usually a couple of wheeliebins sitting by the side of the road. Some only lead into the next field, or a short way into
the woods, then peter out. Some lead to extremely steep or rough going where an ordinary
car would struggle to survive. Only a minority lead well away from the main road and into
secluded countryside or forest where a driver might find somewhere to unload a body. Most
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drivers pass these road-ends without thinking twice about them and certainly without
thinking about how far the tracks go and what they lead to. How could Gilroy know which
tracks were realistic candidates as opposed to tracks that go nowhere or go to inhabited
properties?
One possibility is that he had a map. If he happened to have OS Explorer 1:25,000 no 677
(Loch Etive & Glen Orchy) in his possession, but not maps covering earlier sections of the
route, this might explain the direct drive to Tyndrum – the eastern edge of that map is just
east of Tyndrum village. He would have been able to study it before setting out and make
some preliminary assessment of which tracks might lead to possible disposal sites. Having
this information could have led him to decide to drive directly to Tyndrum.
A second possibility is that he was heading for somewhere he had already visited some time
in the past, and knew it was a suitable disposal location. It’s not uncommon to hear a
tourist, visiting some lonely part of Scotland, remark, “This would be a great place to get rid
of a body!” One doesn’t need to be contemplating homicide to have such thoughts.
However, once the thought has crossed one’s mind, presented with the pressing need to
dispose of a murdered corpse, one’s thoughts might well stray back to that spot.
Following the logic discussed above, the hypothesis is that Gilroy drove up one of the 21
listed tracks to dispose of the body. How can these possibilities be narrowed down?
First, one can exclude all the tracks leading to human habitation. If he was working from an
OS map he would have known which ones these were, and indeed driving along the main
roads it’s usually possible to pick them out by the wheelie bins at the road-ends. In this way
we can eliminate tracks 2, 5, 10, 15, 19 and 20. Tracks 11 and 21 also lead to inhabited
properties, however it is possible to circumvent the houses, especially on track 11.
One can also exclude the tracks which appear to be too rough to be negotiable by Vauxhall
Vectra. Tracks 7 and 12 are definitely in this category, and 17 is doubtful. Gates are a
further problem. Tracks 1, 3, 4, 13, 14 and 16 all appear likely to have been gated in May
2010, and all access commercial plantations with evidence of active forestry work. While 17
is also gated this is less of an issue as the gate is fairly obviously not locked, the track
seems little-used, and as it leads from the quiet B8074 rather than the busy A85 the risk of
getting out and opening it would be rather less.
This exercise reduces the number of possibilities considerably. On the A85 only tracks 6, 8,
9 and 11 remain, there’s nothing left on the A82, and only 17 and 18 on the B8075. Track
21 is also still in the frame.
According to the OS map track 6 only runs a very short distance into the forest before
petering out. The run-in to the trees is very exposed and accessing it requires an awkward
right turn. It’s difficult to know whether track 8 actually existed in 2010. The 2009
Streetview image shows construction just beginning, while the next image, dated 2011,
shows a practical, ungated track. It’s not marked at all on the 1:50,000 OS map, even now,
and while it’s indicated on the online 1:25,000 map, it’s unlikely to have been shown on a
paper map which may already have been in Gilroy’s possession in early 2010. It’s certainly
not somewhere he is likely to have visited before 2010. While track 9 may still have been
passable in May 2010, it’s also an extremely difficult right turn off the A85.
In fact it’s very unlikely Gilroy would have chosen any of the tracks leading directly off the
A85 between Tyndrum and the B8074 junction, that is tracks 1 to 10. There’s nothing
remarkable about any of them and no obvious reason why he would ever have been up any
of them on a previous occasion. The most practical of the three ungated, passable, non31

residential tracks, track 8, wasn’t even there a year before his journey. Another problem is
actually turning in to any of these tracks. They’re all right turns from a busy trunk road.
Even for someone who has studied both the OS maps and the Streetview images (and
Gilroy is unlikely to have accessed the rather sketchy Streetview imaging available in 2010
in case his browsing history was investigated), it’s surprisingly difficult to pick out a particular
track when driving past. Slowing down to peer at the road-ends and assess the position of
any gates very soon causes a driver to acquire a tail of following traffic, with the resultant
possibility that a following driver might remember a silver car turning into a forestry road.
Succoth Lodge and the Duncan Ban road
Track 11 is relatively easy to find, being a left turn very shortly after the A85/B8074 junction.
It gives access to an extensive network of forestry tracks with Succoth Lodge, the only
inhabited dwelling, being fairly easy to avoid. It also appears to be a recognised walking
area with a number of photographs posted online, therefore it’s somewhere Gilroy might
possibly have visited previously. However the entire area accessible from this track is
outwith the band of soil types that matches the soils found in the Arrochar Alps, and it
seems likely that the soil and vegetation match would exclude this area. In addition the
aerial views shown on both the OS and Google Maps web sites suggest that the area is
much less densely forested than it appears on the OS maps.
The unclassified minor road from Dalmally to the Duncan Ban monument is also excluded
on the grounds of being well outside the band of matching soil types, also by being a tarmac
public road, however narrow and
unfrequented. While it is possible to
drive past the monument on forestry
tracks and come out on the A819
Inveraray road on the shore of Loch
Awe, and the deforestation of this
area evident on the OS aerial view
hadn’t reached that track on the
earlier Google aerial view, the exit
road on to the A819 is seen to be
gated in the 2011 Streetview image
and overall this location does not
appear to be particularly promising.
At this point only three tracks remain, all of which are within the correct soil type band on the
soil map; tracks 17, 18 and 21.
Glen Strae
Track 21, Glen Strae, also seems a bit of an outside possibility. While it’s possible to avoid
driving past them, there are several houses in the area. The landscape is also much less
densely forested than further east. However one approaches this, one eventually comes
back to the obvious candidate, Glen Orchy and the B8074.
For someone in possession of the OS Explorer map 277, the B8074 is the standout
candidate for finding somewhere to dispose of a body. It’s narrow, it’s obviously quiet as
both Bridge of Orchy and Inverlochy are more easily accessed from the A85 or the A82, and
it’s heavily forested. There are only about four inhabited dwellings along its 9-mile length.
While there are only two tracks that penetrate into the forest without passing through a
farmyard, these are probably the top picks for anyone simply looking at an OS map the night
before setting off to dispose of a body.
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The police obviously considered Glen Orchy to be a possible disposal location, as the glen
was searched in August 2010. However, inexplicably, the search only covered the
roadsides of the B8074 itself and (according to figure 6, which does show individual tracks
being searched in Glen Shira and the area around the Rest and Be Thankful) went right
past the ends of both tracks 17 and 18 without venturing up them.
Achnafalnich
Track 17, the one near Achnafalnich, looks better on the map than it does on the ground.
As already noted it’s gated, and although the gate isn’t locked it would take two or three
minutes each time to get out of the car, open the gate, drive through, and then get out and
shut it again. And if Gilroy did go to the disposal site twice, he would have had to do that
four times. It’s perfectly possible he could have done this unseen as the road is very quiet,
but he couldn’t have relied on it.
The soil type is peaty podzols and a match for the Rest and Be Thankful, although only for
about the first 200 yards of the track. The track is in fact on the very edge of the relevant
soil-type band and after the first 200 yards it runs into the green-coded peaty gleys band.
However it’s certainly possible to pick up the right sort of soil on this track.
The condition of the track is problematic. It’s rough and overgrown, and while it might be
passable for an ordinary street car, it’s questionable whether Gilroy would have risked his
car on that sort of surface considering that if he were to get stuck the game would be
completely up – in particular since he would have had no way to know whether he’d be able
to find somewhere to turn, and the contour lines show the ascent becoming very steep after
the first half-a-mile or so. It’s also possible that a car going up that track might leave
obvious tyre tracks that might be noticed by someone passing on the road.
Having said that, the run-in to the coniferous forest is short and once inside the trees the car
would be completely concealed from the road with essentially no chance of anyone coming
past. The forest is however typical commercial fir plantation with dense rows of tree trunks
and no undergrowth. While a body could be dragged into the trees and presumably covered
over, digging a grave among the tree roots is probably not a practical proposition.
This track is not one Gilroy is likely to have visited on a previous occasion and if he was
simply following the OS map it’s perhaps more likely that, seeing the very rough going, he
would have gone on to check the other possibility first.
Allt Broighleachan
This track (18) differs from the others in having a
sign at the road-end positively welcoming visitors
to explore. At that time the sign read “Forestry
Commission Scotland, Allt Broighleachan,
Caledonian Forest Reserve 2 km.” There was no
gate then, and although the bailey bridge that
spanned the River Orchy in 2010 was quite rickety
(it has since been replaced by a more substantial
structure) it’s obviously possible to turn straight off
the B8074 and disappear into the trees almost
immediately.
In August 2011 a driver did exactly that, or at least
started to do it, with his dash-cam running. The resulting two-minute film is available on
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YouTube as clip Pa7tg9FVT5E.
Shortly after reaching the far bank
the driver “got scared and decided to
reverse out”, despite the perfectly
obvious turning opportunity just
ahead of him, but the clip gives a
very clear impression of what was
there in 2010, which has now
vanished as a result of the new
forestry road along the north-west
side of Glen Orchy, the new bridge,
and extensive felling near to the
river. (The other end of this road,
the first section to be constructed, is actually track 16 above.) The left turn across the
bridge only leads to a small log cabin, possibly a storage facility, and the track ahead, which
appears to offer fairly good going for an ordinary car, leads straight up into the forest.
This is the top candidate of all the tracks for somewhere Gilroy might conceivably have been
at some time before 2010. At that time there was no signage prohibiting a car from
entering, although it’s likely hikers were expected to park up before the bridge and walk!
There were no dedicated parking facilities back then, but various Streetview images show
the odd car (and in one August image, a caravan) parked either beside the entrance to the
bridge or in a passing place about fifty yards further up the road. The 1:50,000 Landranger
OS map notes a “Mountain Bike Trail” to the west of the track, but no such trail appears to
exist or have existed. There are certainly no mountain biking facilities there, and the only
bike trail is a footpath passable for mountain bikes which branches off the main track about
2 km from the B8074 and runs along the north-west side of Glen Orchy to Bridge of Orchy,
some distance above the new forestry track.
The main track runs through the forest and along the west bank of the Allt Broighleachan
(sometimes very high above the burn with a sheer cliff plunging down to the water) for over
2 km. Although it’s passable for an ordinary car there are some very nasty potholes. Just
after the footpath which branches off to the right (over a footbridge which is not passable for
motor vehicles) it attains a more-or-less flat clearing, a high forest glade beside the burn
where there is a turning circle for vehicles and a picnic table. A sign near the picnic table
points to the pine forest reserve, 500 metres further on along a rougher and less well
maintained track. The reserve is a fenced enclave of the ancient Caledonian Forest, the
Great Wood of Caledon which once covered the whole of Scotland. It is protected from
grazing animals by a deer fence. Although there was at that time a ladder stile to allow
pedestrians to cross into the reserve (since replaced by a kissing gate), the vehicle gate is
chained and padlocked.
While this area is within the band of soil types
typical of the Arrochar Alps, the entire track
from the bridge to the deer fence runs within
an enclave of mineral podzols. Nevertheless
there is a similar patch of mineral podzols in
the Rest and Be Thankful area, on the east
bank of the River Goil, and that area was
searched in 2010. The Glen Shira track, also
searched at that time, is also on a patch of
mineral podzols. This suggests that the soil
type of the Allt Broighleachan track is not a
deal-breaker.
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Part 4: Allt Broighleachan pictures and maps

Figure 9. OS 1:25,000 map of the Allt Broighleachan tracks.
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Figure 10. OS aerial view of the picnic area, about 1.3 miles up from the Eas Urchaidh
bridge.
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Figure 11. OS aerial view of the track leading to the deer fence, about 1.7 miles up from
the Eas Urchaidh bridge.
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On Tuesday 1st June 2010, only four weeks after Suzanne’s murder, a physical geographer
called Hugh Venables, who works for the British Antarctic Survey, walked up the Allt
Broighleachan track to the pinewood reserve, on to the Lochan Coire Thoraidh and back to
the B8074 by the path that leads south from the lochan. He took about 50 photographs
which he posted to the geograph.org.uk web site. These include 12 taken of or from the
track before the locked gate into the pinewood reserve, about 1.7 miles from the B8074.
There are also another four photographs on the same web site all taken from about the
same place on the lower part of the track, by three other photographers, at various times
between 2008 and 2017.

NN 242 324, about 0.4 km from the B8074, looking right from the track into the forestry
plantation that lay between the track and the Allt Broighleachan. (This area has since been
felled.)
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NN 241 325, a very short way further on from the previous image, looking left into a bluebell
wood, a patch of deciduous woodland within the mainly fir plantation.
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NN 241 327, the track about 0.8 km from the B8074, looking downhill back towards the
road.

Note the deep ditch and high bank on the west side of the track (the right in this photo)
which would make it extremely difficult to get a body into the forest on that side. (The left
side of this photo is about the furthest extent of the newly-felled area.) Nevertheless there
are specific places where such a manoeuvre would be easier.
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NN 239 330, the track about 1.2 km from the B8074, looking uphill away from the road.

This is an example of a place where it would be more practical to get a body into the forest
to the west of the track.
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NN 233 332, about 1.5 km from the B8074, looking right from the track down to the Allt
Broighleachan at a place where the track is only a little higher than the burn.

Further back there is a place where the track is close to the edge of a high cliff that drops
sheer down to the burn perhaps 100 feet below.
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NN 232 332, about 2 km from the B8074, where the footpath/cyclepath to Bridge of Orchy
leaves the track on the right and crosses the Allt Broighleachan by a footbridge.

A visitor turning on to this path would not be able to see the picnic place at all.
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NN 232 332, a photograph taken from the footbridge, looking downstream (east).
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NN 231 332, the track just beyond the junction, looking across the ford to the “picnic place”
where the most driveable part of the track ends about 2.2 km from the B8074.
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NN 230 331, track in poorer condition about 2.4 km from the B8074, above the picnic place.
This view is looking back towards the picnic place.
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NN 229 330, a short distance further along this part of the track, looking up towards the pine
forest. This ford is deeper than it looks and could easily fracture a car’s suspension.
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NN 228 331, a little way further on again, looking from the track across the haugh to the Allt
Broighleachan, just where it forms at the Inbhir nan Allt.
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NN 227 329, about 2.7 km from the B8074, and as far as a car could be driven up this track.
This is a deer fence to protect the pine forest nature reserve from browsing and grazing
livestock and vehicular access is prevented by a padlocked gate. (The pedestrian ladder
stile has now been replaced by a kissing gate.)
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NN 227 329, the ford across the Allt Coire Thoraidh, just inside the nature reserve area. In
the extremely unlikely event of the gate in the deer fence not being locked, this ford could
not in any case be passed by an ordinary car.
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NN 239 329, the track about 1 km from the B8074, looking back down towards the road with
the burn on the left.
Photograph taken by Phillip Williams on Sunday 21st August 2008.
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NN 239 329, taken from the same place as the previous image, but looking uphill with the
burn on the right.
Photograph taken by Phillip Williams on Sunday 21st August 2008.
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NN 239 329 again, popular spot this. Again looking uphill with the burn on the right.
Photograph taken by John Allan on Tuesday 25th September 2012.
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NN 239 329, again almost the same place as the previous three images, but nine years
after the first pair. This picture shows fallen trees to the left of the track, possibly a result of
something that has happened in the intervening time. (These fallen trees are still there and
it looks more like the result of a gale bringing down trees which have then been cut back to
keep the track clear, than intentional felling.)
Photograph taken by Mick Garratt on Sunday 13th August 2017.

A brief account of the same circular walk as was taken by Hugh Venables, carried out on
Monday 30th September 2013, is available at
www.walkhighlands.co.uk/Forum/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=37189
There are no photographs taken between the Eas Urchaidh waterfall and the deer fence,
however the description of the picnic place as “surreal” is very apt.
Another brief account of the walk (to just beyond the deer fence) carried out on Saturday
7th July 2018 is available at www.walkhighlands.co.uk/Forum/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=82806,
illustrated with ten photographs.
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Part 5: The Practicalities
The main drawback to the Allt Broighleachan track as regards disposal of a body is that it is
open to the public and there’s nowhere between the bailey bridge and the deer fence where
a car could be completely hidden from someone walking (or driving) up the track. The
question is, is this a place where Gilroy would have risked disposing of the body or would he
have regarded it as being too public?
First, it’s certainly a great deal less public than the sides of all the public roads (including the
B8074 itself) that were searched by the police in 2010. The fact is that wherever you can
take a Vauxhall Vectra there is a possibility that someone may come past, whether it’s a
forestry worker, a farmer or a hiker. At some point Gilroy was going to have to take that
risk. While the Achnafalnich track certainly seems less risky in that respect, it has its own
problems as noted above.
While Scotland sometimes seems overrun by tourists, and this has become more striking
since 2010, the busy places are mainly well-known attractions such as the West Highland
Way, which by-passes Glen Orchy. Away from these places there are plenty hill-walks
where one can go all day without seeing a single soul, even at weekends and in the school
holidays. There’s every indication that the Allt Broighleachan track is one of these places.
•
•
•
•

•

The bailey bridge itself is about two miles from the nearest habitation, and the picnic
place is more than a mile up a fairly steep track from there
In 2010 there were no car parking facilities at the bridge and there is no public
transport on the B8074
The pinewood nature reserve is not a major tourist attraction and the walk to the
pinewood isn’t widely advertised
The path to Bridge of Orchy and the mountain access branches off the track before
the picnic place comes into sight, so that only walkers heading for the pine forest or
beyond it to the Lochan Coire Thoraidh actually pass the clearing
In 2010 there was no sign of active felling or forestry work in the area

The author visited the track on the afternoon of Tuesday 14th May 2019. The weather that
day was glorious, in contrast to the rather dull weather on Wednesday 5th May 2010. One
might expect the area to have been busier than in 2010, not just because of the weather but
because Scotland as a whole is busier than it was, and the new developments around the
bridge by the B8074, which include a car park, would be expected to attract visitors. A few
photographs taken that day are appended to the Venables ones above.
The ambience around the bridge was very different from that seen in the 2011 Streetview
images and the YouTube video, with felling having opened up the view across the river and
perhaps half a dozen cars parked in the car park. However, none of the handful of people in
and around the car park showed any sign of continuing up the track, seeming mainly
interested in the riverside walk and admiring the Eas Urchaidh (Falls of Orchy, which are
spanned by the bridge). A forestry commission Landrover was seen coming along the new
track, but once above the new track and the felled area the ambience altered dramatically
and the landscape seemed unchanged from the 2010 photographs.
The track appeared just as it does in the photographs above. Although recent dry weather
had left the potholes mostly dry, they were otherwise just as they appear in the photographs.
There is a deep, wide drainage ditch on the left of the track and the conifer plantation on
that side is set somewhat above the level of the track, however in a few places more level
access among the trees is possible. Most of the trees on the right of the track have been
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felled very recently, and this felled area continues up to about the point where the track
begins to run alongside the Allt Broighleachan, about 0.8 km from the bridge. Hugh
Venables’s first photograph shows what this area looked like in 2010. The burn flows
downhill over a series of waterfalls and the height of the track above the burn varies
considerably, with one notable section where the burn is in a deep ravine with a sheer cliff
plunging from the track to the water. In the course of the ascent towards the picnic place a
single hiker was encountered, a woman who turned to the right along the Bridge of Orchy
path and didn’t continue to the picnic place.
Just after the junction where the path leaves the track the forest recedes and the track runs
flat through the glade to the picnic place. Hugh Venables describes the landscape as an
“oxbow marsh”, and the line of the old watercourse can be clearly seen on the OS aerial
view. Most of it is a depression with a marshy floor covered by tussocky grass but one area
behind the solitary fir tree is a real marsh with no vegetation. (The section of the depression
nearest to the picnic table is currently filled with the lower branches of the fir tree and the
remains of the smaller bushes which appeared to have been felled mere days before my
visit.) Further from the track there is access into the commercial forestry plantation which is
very dense. On the right the burn flows more or less level with the clearing and there are
birch trees along the banks and commercial forestry on the far side. There is ample space
to park a car off the actual track, but it would probably not have been possible to conceal it
from passers-by even before the smaller bushes were felled and the fir tree relieved of its
lower branches.
Just beyond the picnic table the track reaches a T junction, but only the left-hand fork is
signposted, to the pine forest reservation 500 metres further on. The fork to the right is
barely discernible and although it crosses the Allt Broighleachan by a ford this is extremely
rocky and could not be passed by an ordinary car.
The track on the left-hand fork is rougher and less well-maintained than the lower stretches.
The initial few yards run quite steeply uphill but it is still passable by an ordinary car. After
that the track runs on an embankment above the burn, separated from it on the right by a
haugh perhaps 50 yards wide. On the left there is the commercial forestry plantation,
although with less of a ditch separating it from the track. At one point there is a nasty ford
where a small rivulet runs across the track and has carved out quite a deep bed. This is
seen full of water in the Venables picture, which disguises the depth of the rut. If anywhere
is capable of trashing a car’s suspension coils, this is.
Further on the track again runs between forestry plantations on both sides, until it reaches
the deer fence and the limit of vehicular access. At this point there is a turning place on the
left where a car could be parked off the track, but again it could not be hidden. There is
level access to the commercial plantation on both sides of the track, and while on the right
the forest floor is the usual bare earth, tree roots and conifer needles, on the left there is a
small glade with a green floor hidden among the trees.
I reached the picnic place around 2.30 and stayed for some time eating my picnic and
looking around. The atmosphere is difficult to describe. It’s so quiet and so peaceful and so
deserted it feels as if you’re the only person left in the world. After walking on to the deer
fence I went further, through the pine forest reserve and on to the Lochan Coire Thoraidh,
reaching the lochan at 4.45. I returned to the picnic place about 6 pm and while I can’t of
course guarantee that nobody else had been there in the mean time, my bicycle and the
other possessions I had left by the picnic table were undisturbed and there was absolutely
no sign of life. After the hiker on the lower part of the track at about 2.15 I saw not a single
soul all day until about 7 pm, when I had almost reached the bridge on my return journey
and I encountered someone walking their dogs. This place is not busy, even in 2019.
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Possible disposal sites and methods
The ascending track from the bridge is an unlikely disposal site. There is access to the
conifer plantation on the left but as with all these plantations a body would have to be
dumped and concealed with earth and conifer needles rather than buried. The cliff above
the burn offers intriguing possibilities for simply tipping a body into the ravine, but that
carries a risk that it might not fall as anticipated and there would be no way to correct this,
and if Gilroy was thinking ahead he would probably realise that even if it remained
undiscovered in the ravine, eventually body parts or at least bones would start turning up in
the River Orchy and might be noticed. In addition there is nowhere to run the car off the
track while this was being done, which would inevitably leave him feeling vulnerable.
The picnic place seems to be an exceptionally good place for body-concealment. The old
watercourse is depressed below the level of the glade itself and free from trees and tree
roots. An excavation in the marsh itself might be difficult to conceal due to the lack of
vegetation but where there is a grassy covering this could be sliced away in sods which
could then be replaced over the grave. The ground is clearly soft and relatively easy to dig,
and in early May vegetation growth would soon cover any evidence. There is also access to
the dense conifer plantation from the picnic place, although again digging among the tree
roots would probably be impossible.
The other possible spot is just before the deer fence. To the right access in among the
conifers is particularly level and unobstructed, but the forest floor is much the same as
anywhere else and not a good place to dig. To the left however, only a few yards in from
the turning place, there seems to be a small clearing among the trees where it may well be
possible to dig. This location has the advantage of being beyond the picnic place with
possibly even less risk that someone might come past. In addition, although the car would
be visible, the actual excavation site would be concealed among the trees, which is not the
case at the picnic place.
This is all a long way down the guess-work channel. However, if David Gilroy did indeed
murder Suzanne Pilley, and if he didn’t dispose of her body somewhere near Edinburgh the
previous night, then the answer to the conundrum must surely lie somewhere in the
locations discussed in this paper. The Allt Broighleachan forest stands out from the other
possibilities in a number of ways.
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

It’s plausible Gilroy might have visited the location at some time in the past and
realised its potential
Even if he hadn’t, but was working from the OS 1:25,000 Explorer 277 map, the
B8074 is the obvious place to look for a secluded disposal site and this track is the
obvious pick on that road
Access into the forest is extremely quick, and as the YouTube clip shows, a car can
be among the trees less than a minute after turning off the public road
The track is passable for an ordinary car, but it is potholed and this could well cause
suspension damage
It appears that the area is not well frequented by visitors and on a weekday
afternoon out of the holiday season it would have been extremely bad luck if anyone
else had turned up
The picnic spot is an extraordinary place, quiet and distant from human activity, with
the oxbow marsh providing a good place to bury a body
The green glade just before the deer fence is another good spot, and certainly the
deep rut in the track before that point very much chimes with “catastrophic
suspension damage”
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The Achnafalnich track can’t be entirely excluded, and Glen Strae is still an outside
possibility. If the soil type limitations are not as restrictive as assumed then the Succoth
Lodge tracks are certainly worthy of consideration, and the Duncan Ban Monument road
might also come into play. However, if I were betting on this, Allt Broighleachan is the one
I’d go for.
One initially tends to approach this problem from the point of view of Gilroy driving off into
Argyll, simply hoping to find a suitable disposal site somewhere along his route. However it
may well be that the opposite was the case, that he already knew of somewhere in that area
which was a good place to hide a body, and headed directly for that place. The police seem
to have considered this possibility, although in relation to the Rest and Be Thankful area
(the drainage sumps?) rather than Glen Orchy.
After Gilroy killed Suzanne and managed to spirit her body out of the Thistle Street
basement, he would have had to think very hard about what to do next. One possibility
would have been to attempt a disposal during the night somewhere in or near Edinburgh,
but that has its own problems. It would be very difficult to identify a suitable location in the
dark, and sunrise at that time of year isn’t until about 5 am. It’s likely that farm workers and
indeed local residents travelling to work in Edinburgh will be out and about before 7 am.
It’s entirely conceivable that Gilroy, having once visited the Allt Broighleachan picnic spot,
planned his entire day round that knowledge. The location is less than 20 minutes from
what might well have been his regular route to Lochgilphead when overseeing the
construction of the new school. All he had to do was find an excuse to go to Lochgilphead
that day, and everything else would follow on from that.
Nine years on it would probably take an archaeological dig to find anything there, especially
if the body was buried as opposed to being dragged into a conifer plantation and covered
with whatever lay to hand. Possibly modern techniques such as geophysics might be worth
a try? Alternatively, Hugh Venables walked that track only 27 days after Gilroy’s Argyll
drive. It’s a long shot, but he might have noticed something. He might have taken
additional photographs that he didn’t post to geograph.org.uk which might possibly show
something interesting. Sometimes long shots pay off.

Morag G. Kerr, May 2019.
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